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Open House Report 
Round One Public Involvement Program for the proposed Keeyask Transmission Project  

2012-08-02 Open House Report MEETING NOTES.docx 1 / 13 

 

Location: Gillam Recreation Centre (Blue Room) 
Date & time: August 2, 2012 (4:30 – 7:30 PM) 

 

Advertising and Public Notices 

 Advertisements were placed in the Nickel Belt News published on July 20, 2012 and July 27, 
2012 (Attachment A). 
 

 Notices (11 x 17 posters) were posted at several locations in Gillam, including the Recreation 
Centre, Town Hall, Shopping Centre, and Co-op (Attachment A). 
 

 Notice posters were also forwarded to the Fox Lake Cree Nation.   

Open House Materials 

 13 storyboards were placed on easels at the Recreation Centre. The storyboards included 
descriptions of the proposed project infrastructure; a map showing the project study area, 2 
alternative routes for the Construction Power (CP) lines and the 4 alternative routes for the 
Generation Outlet Transmission (GOT) lines; and information on the site selection and 
environmental assessment process. (Attachment A). 
 

 A newsletter was available for attendees to take with them. The newsletter contained a map 
and description of the proposed project infrastructure (Attachment A). 
 

 4 large maps showing the project study area and route options for the CP and GOT lines were 
placed on tables so that attendees could see the alternative routes more easily. 
 

 Comment forms were available for attendees to record their comments on the route options 
and environmental assessment process. (Attachment A) 
 

 ROW Tree Clearing Brochure 
 

 Trappers Compensation Brochure 
 

 Representatives from Manitoba Hydro and its environmental consultants were available to 
answer questions from attendees. 

Questions and Comments from Attendees on Alternative Routes 
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Questions and comments were received from the attendees both through conversations with Manitoba 
Hydro representatives and the environmental consultants and through comment forms. A summary of 
comments and questions related to the alternative route options is provided below: 

 Participants generally noted that constructing the GOT line along the existing KN-36 
transmission line and the CP line (Option D) or along the proposed south access road (Options B 
or C) are the most practical alternatives since the land has already been cleared or will be 
cleared for the south access road or the CP line.  
 

 Some participants noted all of the route options would cause disruptions to the land, natural 
habitat and wildlife. It was also felt that habitat disturbances would cause animals to relocate to 
undisturbed areas. 
 

 Some participants noted GOT line Option A appears to require the most additional clearing. It 
was indicated this should be a reason to avoid using this route option. 

Other Questions and Comments 

 How many towers would be required and what would the towers look like? 
 

 How wide would the right-of-way be? 
 

 How many, and what types of jobs would be available related to the Project? 
 

 Interest was expressed in how First Nations were being involved in the site selection and 
environmental assessment process. 
 

 Some participants noted the area is already heavily disturbed by existing hydro development 
(dams and transmission lines). 
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ATTACHMENT A 

OPEN HOUSE MATERIALS 
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Keeyask Transmission Project

Public Open House

WELCOME
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To provide:
 - Information on the project
 - Information on the environmental 
assessment process 

 - An opportunity to discuss comments  
and concerns

 - A venue to receive your input on 
alternative routes being considered

Purpose of the Open House
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 - Keep the public informed of Manitoba 
Hydro activities in the region

 - Provide timely and informative 
responses to questions and concerns

 - Be open and transparent throughout 
the approval process

 - Ensure local resident concerns are 
identified and considered throughout 
the process

Manitoba Hydro Goals

Keeyask Transmission Project EA Report 
Appendix D: Public Involvement Materials

D-69



Manitoba Hydro requires new 
transmission infrastructure 
and modifications to existing 
transmission infrastructure for 
the construction and operation of 
the Keeyask Generating Station

Need and Purpose of the Project
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Two -  138 kV Construction Power 
Transmission Lines (One Permanent 
and One Temporary)

One -  Construction Power Station

Four -  138 kV AC Collector Transmission Lines 
from Keeyask GS to Switching Station

One -  Switching Station

Three - 138 kV Generation Outlet Transmission Lines that connect the 
Switching Station to Radisson Converter Station. 

Project Description 
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Alternative Transmission Routes  
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Project Schedule

Site Selection and 
Environmental 
Assessment

Regulatory Review

Construction

Start Environmental Studies – Summer 2010/11

Route Selection – Summer 2012

Assessment Studies – Summer/Fall 2012

Preparation of Environmental Assessment Report 
– Fall 2012

Submission to Regulators – Fall 2012

Regulatory Approvals Granted – Spring 2013

Construction Starts – Winter 2013

In-Service – Spring 2019
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The Environmental Assessment involves:
 - Study area characterization

 - Biophysical (wildlife, vegetation etc.)
 - Socioeconomic (heritage resources,  
land use etc.) 

 - Public engagement 
 - Identification of: 

 - Potential environmental effects
 - Mitigation measures
 - Follow-up actions 

 - Preparation of an Environmental Assessment Report 

Site Selection and  
Environmental Assessment
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Tasks 2012
May June July Aug Sept Oct

Preliminary Site Selection
Community and Stakeholder input into Alternative 
Routes and Station Sites
First Open House
Aboriginal Traditional Knowledge Gathering
Preliminary Preferred Route and Station Site 
Selection
Community and Stakeholder input into Preliminary 
Preferred Route and Station Site
Second Open House
Confirmation of Preferred Route and Station Site 
Environmental Assessment Studies and Report 
Development
Submit Environmental Assessment Report for 
Regulatory Review

Site Selection and Environmental 
Assessment Schedule
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The Public Engagement Process includes:
 - Engagement with 

 - local communities and administrations,
 - municipal and provincial government 
departments,

 - First Nations and Metis, 
 - NGOs, 
 - resource users and 
 - other interested stakeholders 

Public Engagement Processes 
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 - Requires a Class 2 Licence, under the 
Environment Act (Manitoba)

 - Environmental Assessment Report 
submission in October 2012

 - Regulatory Review

Regulatory Licensing Process
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Contracts, when publicly tendered, 
require recruitment sessions by 
contractors in nearby communities to 
promote local employment.

Types of Positions: 
 - equipment operators, 
 - truck drivers, 
 - tower assemblers and
 - other general labourer positions

Employment Opportunities
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Please complete a comment form and leave it in the box provided
 - Let us know if you have any comments or concerns about the 
proposed Keeyask Transmission Project

 - Tell us if you may be directly or indirectly affected by the proposed 
project and provide any actions you feel Manitoba Hydro can take 
to avoid or minimize any potential effects

Thank you for attending the Open House and providing your 
valuable input into the proposed Keeyask Transmission Project

Comment Form
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